They Said You Weren't Enough. God Said, "I Called You."
When the opinions of others try to silence the purpose God placed within you.

Have you ever felt that, no matter what you do, someone always has an opinion about why you're not good enough? You're not qualified, experienced, or educated enough. You're too young, too old, too quiet, or too outspoken. Someone always seems ready to tell you why you can’t do what God has placed inside you.

But here's a question worth asking: When did God need people's approval to fulfill His purpose in your life?

Throughout Scripture, God calls people who don’t necessarily meet the world's expectations. Moses questioned his ability to speak, Jeremiah thought he was too young, and Gideon saw himself as the least in his father's house. Yet God saw beyond their limitations and what He could accomplish through their obedience. 

When God called Jeremiah, He told him:
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations." — Jeremiah 1:5 (NKJV)

Think about that for a moment. Before Jeremiah had done anything or anyone had formed an opinion of him, God already knew him and had a purpose for his life. When Jeremiah said he was too young, God didn't accept his limitations. God reminded Jeremiah to go wherever He sent him and speak whatever God commanded (Jeremiah 1:6–7).
It's powerful to understand that God's calling doesn't depend on the world's qualifications.
That doesn't mean preparation, wisdom, education, or accountability aren't important—they absolutely are. Just because others can’t see what God is doing in your life doesn't mean He hasn't called you to do it. Sometimes, the greatest obstacle isn't what others say about us; it’s what happens when we start believing them.
We allow their doubts to become ours. Their criticism becomes the voice we hear when we try something new. Their rejection becomes the reason we hesitate to take another step.
Before we realize it, we ask people for permission to pursue something we believe God has already placed on our hearts.
You can’t spend your whole life trying to convince people of what God is asking you to do in faith.
Consider the apostle Paul. His past gave people many reasons to doubt him. He had persecuted Christians, and when he first returned to Jerusalem after his conversion, the disciples were afraid of him and did not believe he was a disciple (Acts 9:26).
Regardless, God had a purpose for Paul's life that extended far beyond what others knew of his past. Paul didn't become useful to God because everyone suddenly approved of him. He became a servant of Christ by God's grace and remained faithful to the work entrusted to him.
Perhaps that's what someone needs to hear today.

You may never receive an apology from those who underestimated you. You may never hear them admit they were wrong. They may never understand the burden God has placed on your heart or the journey He has led you through.
And that's okay, because their understanding isn't a requirement for your obedience.
But remember this: Being called by God does not mean every idea we have is automatically from Him. We must remain humble, prayerful, grounded in Scripture, and open to godly correction. A genuine calling should draw us to obedience to Christ, not place us above accountability.
Keep praying. Keep studying. Keep preparing. Keep growing. And when you're confident that the direction you're pursuing aligns with God's Word, don't let fear of others' opinions keep you from taking the next faithful step.
You don't have to prove your worth to everyone who questions you.
You don't have to win every argument.
You certainly don't have to spend your life living under the limitations others have placed on you.
Their opinion may reflect how they see you, but it does not determine what God can do through you.
The next time someone tells you that you're not good enough, remember what Paul wrote:
"Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God." — 2 Corinthians 3:5 (NKJV)
Our confidence isn't that we're enough on our own. Our confidence is that God is able to equip us for what He calls us to do.
So don't allow the voices of those who doubt you to become louder than the Word of the One you are following.
You may not have everyone's approval or have all the answers. You may still be learning, growing, and finding your way. But if God has called you, your responsibility isn’t to impress everyone watching. It’s to remain faithful to the One who called you.
Sometimes that means taking the next step, even when no one else believes you can.
The question was never whether everyone else believed in you. The question is whether you’ll trust the God who called you.

